The VOICE of the NATION, 


O R, 


eAn humble Addreſs to the High and Honourable Court of Paxt1amenr, for their juſt Seve- 
rity to repreſs the growing Boldneſs of Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs tn the Land, 


53 E cannot but acknowledge with our beſt thankfulneſs, your Wiſe and Godly Care to continue, and firmly to eſtabliſh 
\& the Heavenly bleſſing of PROTESTANT RELIGION among us, and to ſtrengthen this Exgliſh Monarchy againſt th 
d pretended Title and the xzwearied Attempts of the Papal Ty:zanny. A greater danger calls now upon your Zeal tc 
» wards God, and Love to your Countrey, even to put a ſtop by your Wiſdom and Authority, to the growing Diſeaſe 
Domineering Atheiſm, and both 4Fyal and DoGrinal Blaſphemy. 
For while you take a godly care that we may continue PROTESTANTS, a Queſtion is moved openly, Whether we 
»mſt be CHRISTIANS? and the grounds of Chriſtianity are (we will not ſay Qndermined, but) boldly battercd with an- 
reaſonable Reaſons, and the higheſt Scorn. Whereby your Holy Deſigz of aſſerting the Proteſtant Religion will beeluded : 
For the leaſt and the firſt Evil intended by that Plot of Satan is Izdifference of RELIG1ONS 3 and the next (which of it ſelf will follow) Cox 
temrpt cf all RELIGION. | | 
But in effect it is the old Popilh Plot ; for it is known that the firſt Tack of the Emifſaries of Rome ſent into Ergland is to inſtil into ne. 


. minds of Proteſtazts-the Principles of Popery 3 and when theſe will not take, then the Principks of Atheiſm. The Zeal of Religion bang; 


once taken away, theſe C rafiſmen may with little contradiction work their Politick Intereſt. Which, though it be repreſented as different” 
from that of Religion, yet it 1s moſt evidently true, that the Promoters of Atheiſm (or they by whom they are afed) are Agents of the Com- 


mon Enemy of Evglard, the Court of Rome. : 
Such men will not fail to ſuggeſt unto-you the old Maxim, Deoruz2 injurig Dizs cure, that the injuries offered unto. God, muſt be left tc 


Gods judgment. But you have ſo much Piety and Wiſdom happily matched together, asto ſecthat Gods intereſt is yours alſo; and that the 


. Faith, Fear, and Love of God, are the ſtreygth of the State, the Cement of Commerce, and the Guardian of Private and Publick Intercfles. 


They that go about to cradicate theſe Principles out of the minds of the Kings Subjects, are the Sworn Encmics of the State, and the greateſt 
Plaencs of Mankind; therefore to be driven from all Societies, and to be puniſhed as the worſt of MalefaGtors, Enemies to-God and Men, and 
Monlſtei: in Wature. | 

A Right Reverend Biſtop latcly promoted to Heaven, a Perſon in whom we have loſt one &f the ſoundeſt Head-picces of this Age, in his 
accurate and ſeaſonable Treatiſe of the Principles and Dutics of Natural Religion, after he hath confuted Atheiſm with mildneſs, and fanctified 
ſolidity, delivercth thus his opinion how Atkciſts ought to be dealt with in a Chriſtian State 3 and ſuch would have been his Vote in the 
Houſe of Lords. 

Whatever Diſputes have been raiſed concerning the lawſulneſs of puni/ting men for their Diſjenting Conſtiences in matter M4 Religion, yet never any 
man gueſtioned the lawfulncſs of puniſhing men for their Preſarereſs and Contempt of all Religion. Such men as renounce Conſcience, cannot pretend 
that they ſuffer for it. And certainly this Vice deſerveth :pon many acceunts the greateſt ſeverity of Laws, as being in its onn nature deſtrudive of the 
very Principles of Government, and the peace of all Societics;, beſides the milchiefs conſequent upon it from the Divine Vengeance. | 

The fame Wile Prelat addeth an Obſervation of Sereca, that ſeveral Conntries appoint ſeveral puniſi ments for the Violation of Religion, but every 
Conntrey appointeth ſome, and it doth not any where eſcape nipuniſhed. If Pagans took that Order tovindicate Fal/e Religions, ſhall we Chriſtians: 
be leſs diligent to Vindicate the oncly true one - | 

His Lordſhip alledgeth alſo Plato de Legibxs, pronouncing that Atheiſae ought to be puniſhed capitally, as of moſt Jo conſequence to Govern- 
ment. And truly if wordsof High Treaſon againſt the Kings Majeſty be puniſhable with Death by the Laws of our Eand, itis very unreafona- 
ble that words of High Treaſon againſt Gods infinite Majeſty ſhould ſcape unpuniſhed, for want of Laws to repreſs. the Offenders. That 
Eſfential Want, addeth much to the Boldreſs of ſuch Offenders : For if there be any Statutes againſt Blaſphemy, they are looked upon as anti- 
quated. And though the offence be Vulgar, yet none (God forgive us) is indicted for it at any Afſizes or Seflions, there being no encourage-: 
ment for the Delator. | 

Tet the abuſe of Religion cueht to be looked upon as a common Injury, and every man is concerned to endeavour a Vindication of it , faith the ſame 
Religious and Prudent Biſhop : And he brings in for it a Rule in the Civil Law, Religio contaminata ad omninmn pertinet injuriam. It every 
man 18 concerned in 1t, much more a Politick Body. | 

And ſince your Wiſdom is ſufficiently ſatisfied that the Scandal is gen-zal, and that this Expoſtulation 1s the Voice cf. every Perſon 1n this 
Land that hath any Piety in his heart, or any tendernc{s for the P:blick Preſervation , We crave and expect of you, Noble PEERs and 
Worthy PATRIOTS, our Vindication of that Common Injrz, and Defence againſt the daily danger of ſo many of us, who (as much as the 
ſpiritual danger is more pernicious then the temporal) þave more ground then David to ſay, Our ſoul is among Lions, and we lie among them 
that ave ſct on fire, whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows. and heir tongue a ſharp ſword. Men that ſet their mouth againſt Heaven, and with a malter- 
ful 51; pudence athrm that there 1s none to behold or judge them, caſt contempt upon the Holy Scripture, the Saints mentioned in it, and the 
very Perſori vs JESUS CHRIST God bleſled for evermore. Men that bear themſelves as the Kings of Wit among a company of Booth 5. 


| _ eſtcomiing chem no better that own Prety and Reljg7on. 


Rom15.5. 


—And when pious rational men, that will not >e over-awed by their peremptorineſs, offer to teach them better, they will be ſure to put thy, 
out of that Diſcourſe too ſerious for them, Yep their ſtudied Common-places of Buffonry_ againſt Godlineis and Conſcience. But tho 
thereby they be far from winning their godly Oppoſers, they ſtun them with horror, and leave their memory ſtufied and ſtained (ag: 
their will) with their peſtiferous communication. : | 

Such men have no ground to ſay, that before we call upon Authority to reftrain and puniſh them, they ought to be convinced of the 
Errour, for ſo they have been already, as much as could be done with Learning, Piety, and ſound Reaſon. And ſo much good hath the 
Wickedneſs done, that it hath given occafion to excellent Books, and powerful pithy Sermons to that purpoſe; ſevera] of which have be 
Printed by his Majeſties Command. And it hath pat a neceſſity upon our Religious Clergy to bend their Studies-to the defeating of. t 
Helliſh Conſpiracy, which attempteth to break the Banks of Conſcience and Religion, that Y7ce may have 1ts full Scope 1n the World. 

Bnt hitherto theſe holy and rational endeavours have done no other effett (for any thing we ſee) towards the vitious Atheiſts, but tomak 
them more proud and inſulting 3 without any reſpe& of the Laws of God and Men. We may Praiſe God that the late godly endeavour 
againſt Atheiſyz have powerfully ſetled the tempted Chriſtians in their'moſt holy Faith. But Divines. may Write and Preach their keart out 
yet men whoſe God is their Belly and their Luſt, will ſpeak and do what they liſt. 


Since then ſuch peſtilent perſons are not to be confuted but by Authority, we humbly crave that Confutation at your hands, as your 
Wiſdom ſhall think moſt fit ; juſtly fearing, that if wenegle& to put a timely ſtop to that ranging Peſtilence, the wrath of our jea 
lous God will break upon us, for not fighting againſt thoſe that fight againſt him, 


Now the God of patience and conſolation grant you to be like-minded one towards another, according to Chriſt Jeſus : That: ye: 
may with one mind and one mouth glorifie God even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 


OC OGS  VOo<S IO eonoIome 


CE == — -— __ 
——_—_— — — —— —_—_ ——_ — — —  — — ————— 


LOND 0 N, Printed for Henry Brome, 1675. 


